ABSTRACT. Vegetation analysis in ten central Florida cypress (Taxodium distichurn) swamps was undertaken to determ•ne the response of woody species composition to clearcutting. Line transects through swamps that had been harvested by clearcutting within the last 5 years demonstrated that all but one of these swamps are likely to recover their original species composition and a normal stem density. Cypress was the major tree species in all swamps examined except one that had been severely burned by a wildfire. 
extensively harvested, primarily for specialty products such as cross ties, pilings, and ladders, as well as lumber. In many of these swamps, biomass has reached merchantable levels once again. Harvesting practices have changed considerably. Both small and large trees are now likely to be cut, and modern equipment can penetrate deeper into swamps. Although second-growth cypress trees today contain little heartwood and require treatment with preservatives for outside use, the wood is attractive, workable, and used for many purposes, such as decorative fencing and lumber. Cypress mulch has become a popular specialty product and can be made from trees previously considered too small to be merchantable.
It has also become clear that swamps can be important for uses other than timber production.
Mai.ntaining water quality, conserwng water for possible groundwater recharge, and providing wildlife habitat are values that are becoming increasingly important in this rapidly growing state. The consequences of current harvesting practices are therefore undergoing close scrutiny.
In the early days of logging, swamps were often high-graded, leaving a seed source to initiate regeneration. Many of these swamps recovered. Small Possibly receiving drainage from rightof-way. Although a wildfire had burned through all three swamps before they were harvested, they had not been burned recently.
Swamps 6 and 7 are in a chain of swamps on private property along State Road 52. They were apparently part of a long cypress strand before the road was put in along the edge; both swamps were truncated by the right-of-way along their southern boundary. They are less than 2 km (1.5 mi) apart and had the deepest water of all our study sites. These swamps may receive more water than the others because of runoff from the road and right-of-way.
There was no evidence of recent fire in these swamps.
Swamps 8, 9, and 10 are also on private property. In Swamp 8 approximately one-half of the total area was sampled. Swamp 9 is a small cypress pond. Swamp 10 is a long cypress strand through which strips were cut perpendicular to Seventeen species of woody plants were.found among the l0 swamps (Table 2) On the average, 45% of the intervals sampled in each swamp had at least one species of woody plant (Table 3) . Lowest density of woody vegetation was recorded at Swamp 2, which had been severely burned; highest density was recorded at Swamp 9, the small, hydrologically isolated site where only one interval was unvegetated.
Cypress seedlings were recorded at all swamps except the two with low density of woody vegetation (Table 3) , although, in fact, scattered seedlings were seen near but not on the transects in Swamp 4. They were most common in Swamp 8, where they were widely distributed throughout the swamp, and many were observed growing in the ruts that were left by heavy equipment.
The study swamps ranged from very dry to very wet, but neither the presence nor the pattern of woody vegetation regenerating on these sites showed any relationship to water depth. More than onehalf the swamps averaged less than 10 cm (4 in.) of standing water, although water depth varied considerably within sites. One to 42 seedlings were found Total number of cypress seedlings recorded. Percent of intervals with cypress seedlings.
Percent of intervals with woody plants.
Mean water depth (cm ñ SD). 
Maximum depth (cm).

